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With the advent of regular reporting on 

the new website, there is a serious risk of 

my repeating things which you have all 

heard before. No change there then I 

hear you say! 

2011 was a great year with large fleets 

and some excellent social events. A 

particular pleasure was to see members 

of the junior sailing group and Ditsum 

Belles taking part in the racing. We are 

indebted to Bones for this, his talk to the 

junior sailing squad and parents at the end 

of 2010 and the careful shepherding of 

the juniors for the first few races of 2011. 

The success of the club may be judged in 

part by the new members coming through 

and we must ensure this continues for 

2012 when we also hope to see more 

Ditsum Belles in evidence at the Sunday 

racing. Such is the demand for the 

clubhouse at weekends that a simple 

booking system will have to be 

implemented, initially just a diary kept at 

the clubhouse. 

Improvements planned for 2012 include 

restoring the low water hard, a job left 

over from last year. This will require as 

many members as we can muster to help 

with spreading the hard core, 

improvement to the middle slip which is 

barely useable in its present state and the 

installation of a winch for the first slipway.  

The committee has discussed installing a 

powered winch for the clubhouse slipway 

to assist with the recovery of safety boats 

but due to concerns over safety this has 

been postponed. Any useful suggestions 

would be appreciated; a powered dolly 

has been proposed but it is thought 

unlikely to work across such an uneven 

and muddy foreshore. 

The club is continuing to provide an 

excellent range of courses. These are run 

at cost to encourage members to take 

part. Chris Taylor has been leading the 

process with a Powerboat II, VHF, Safety 

Boat and even recently an òoverwintering 

of your outboardó course.  A dinghy 

instructors course has been planned for 

March/April and there may still be places 

on that so do get in touch if you are 

interested www.dittishamsc.org/

ContactUs.aspx Although the club has a 

number of members who are dinghy 

instructors, this is an attempt to offer on-

going training for graduates from junior 

sailing and also courses to older members 

who wish either to take up or improve 

their sailing skills. 

Pressure on spaces in the boat park 

remains an issue, but we are trying to 

address this in a number of ways; building a 

new toast rack for tenders to maximise the 

use of space in the boat park and the 

introduction of the new scale of boat space 

charges which will reflect more accurately 

the actual space. We are further improving 

the range and quality of the club boats so 

that infrequent sailors can use club boats 

rather than take up a dinghy space 

www.dittishamsc.org/Home/

ClubBoats.aspx 

Wishing you all an excellent yearõs sailing 

for 2012 and may the weather be kind to 

us. 

David Thompson 

DITTISHAM  

SAILING  

CLUB  

http://www.dittishamsc.org/ContactUs.aspx
http://www.dittishamsc.org/ContactUs.aspx
http://www.dittishamsc.org/Home/ClubBoats.aspx
http://www.dittishamsc.org/Home/ClubBoats.aspx
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A sailing tip I received recently. 

On a beat, in breezy conditions, the pressure of a thinnish 

mainsheet can be considerable and might encourage you to 

wrap it around your hand - not a good idea! 

Try doubling the mainsheet up in your hand so your thumb 

presses on the doubled loop (not inside the loop!) 

This doubles the effective thickness of the mainsheet and 

gives you some thing easier to grip and you can easily release 

the sheet if you need to in a hurry 

So why am I always at the back of the fleet on a breezy 

beaté..? 

How to hold a mainsheet !!  
By Bernard Moles 

I first learnt to sail at Dittisham when I 

was 8 years old. My brothers and I had 

been in a boat a few times before, but we 

didnõt know how to sail.  

Arthur and his great team of helpers 

taught us all the basics, starting with a 

brilliant session at Kingsbridge pool. We 

capsized and righted the Toppers in the 

pool, and after that tried to sink the boat, 

which we couldnõt do although over 10 

people were on one Topper. After that 

session, we were confident at sailing the 

boat in a straight line. Soon, we could 

tack and gybe too.  

After a summer of sailing with Arthur 

every Saturday, we could confidently sail 

and change course, but sailing upwind 

was still a bit of a challenge! Even though 

we werenõt very good,  Arthur suggested 

that we should sail at the nationals in the 

regatta fleet (also organised by Arthur). 

The regatta fleet is a wonderful mixture of 

racing and games, and even a cruise on the 

last day to have an amazing barbecue 

including fish caught on the passage. I came 

almost last and won the endeavour prize, 

but this year I finished 5th overall and won 

a race. 

Once youõve learnt to sail at Dittisham 

Arthur runs racing at Dittisham every 

Saturday, with a trophy for the series 

winner.  Josh Honey won last yearõs series, 

winning most races. A few of us have 

competed in the club race on Sunday too, 

so thanks to Bones for helping us in that. 

My brother Ewan and I have joined Hal 

Sanderson, who also learnt to sail at 

Dittisham, in the RYA South West zone 

squad (for Topper sailors under 14). We 

have also been lucky enough to be 

selected for the Topper 4.2 national squad 

(for slightly smaller sailors)! Iõve made 

loads of new friends and I love the sailing, 

especially when itõs windy and wavy! 

Thanks to all the club sailors and especially 

Arthur for supporting junior sailing.    

Dittisham Junior Sailing  
by Luke Gribbin 

òArthur and his 

great team of 

helpers taught 

us all the 

basicsó 

See this yearõs Junior programme on the website www.dittishamsc.org/Training/JuniorSailing.aspx 

http://www.dittishamsc.org/Training/JuniorSailing.aspx
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If you arrive at the sailing club, feel the 

wind, launch the boat and push off ð thatõs 

sailing. If before leaving home you consider 

the times of high water, study the weather 

forecast and choose a destination ð then 

thatõs day-sailing!  

In other words, day-sailing requires some 

planning and preparation. Thatõs part of the 

fun, but also perhaps the reason that 

people are put off from trying. The answer 

is to start with small steps, and then with 

increasing experience gradually expand 

your horizons. 

It is of course necessary to have 

confidence in your sailing skills before 

venturing out of sight of the club safety 

boat. The last thing you want is to be in 

need of outside assistance when the wind 

blows up, or to capsize in front of the 

Cardiff Castle as she ploughs up the river to 

Totnes, but given basic competence in 

handling a sailing dinghy you will have the 

opportunity to learn new lessons on every 

trip. 

A lot of the important considerations in 

planning a day-sail are already familiar. 

Clothing to keep you dry and warm and 

protected from the sun is routine, but you 

will need to stow an extra layer for when 

it turns colder; conditions change rapidly 

and you need to respond to avoid getting 

chilled and miserable. Gear failure on a day

-sail can be calamitous, so check all your 

fittings and rigging, replace worn parts 

before they fail, and carry some spares in 

case the worst happens. 

A two man crew is ideal, providing 

companionship and shared enjoyment, 

and also two heads when difficulties arise. 

However a small boat is a very confined 

space for two egos so a good working 

relationship is vital. It helps a lot if you 

can share the helming, and trust each 

otherõs judgment. 

Day-sailing boats naturally carry more 

equipment and supplies aboard than 

racers, so stowage space is a desirable 

feature, along with a stable hull to enable 

you to move around in the boat. Another 

useful feature is the ability to reduce sail 

area, by replacing the genoa with a 

smaller jib (or roller reefing, like a yacht) 

and slab-reefing the mainsail. Alternatively 

leave your racing sails at home and use 

smaller sails for your day-sailing. This will 

allow you to stay out all day without 

getting tired, and the loss of speed will be 

surprisingly little. 

The Dart is as pretty a river as any in the 

country, and the adjacent coast-line is 

stunning. What better way to enjoy it 

than by sailing downstream and into Start 

Bay, anchoring in a little cove for lunch 

and returning to Dittisham on the evening 

flood ð thatõs day-sailing! 

òThe Dart is as 

pretty a river 

as any in the 

country and 

the adjacent 

coast-line is 

stunningó 
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traditional gaff dayboat looked very pretty and Phil 

took the opportunity to show off his new spinnaker.  

The final cruise of the year was a weekend visit to 

Salcombe. Phoebe, Dochas, Teddy Bear and Blue 

Cherry rafted up on the crowded visitor pontoon in 

ôthe Bagõ and later the water taxi took us ashore to 

dine at Salcombe YC.  Bernard had sailed Teddy 

Bearõ from Plymouth and Phoebe and Dochas had 

fought their way around Start Pt in a brisk westerly 

wind. Blue Cherry had come round from the Dart 

the previous day and had enjoyed a lazy day 

exploring the Kingsbridge estuary.  Shanwin started 

from the Dart but turned back off Prawle Point due 

to adverse conditions. 

The final voyaging activity was to meet with SGBA on 

Middle Back for a cricket match. Hot sunshine 

greeted us in October! A goodly crowd from the 

club enjoyed the sun and cricket. Unfortunately only 

the Commodore and his wife turned up from SGBA, 

but as they were bearing wonderful cakes they were 

quickly forgiven. 

A large gathering concluded our activities for the 

year with a Laying Up Supper at the club house. 

Again Chris and his volunteers provided an ample 

and varied repast. The evening was spent with tales 

of derring do and the Salcombe Harbour Masterõs 

plans to deal with miscreant sailors. 

Thanks to all the DSC sailors (and their families) who 

came to the cruising events in 2011 and helped make 

them so enjoyable. If you would like to get involved 

with the Cruising activities this year, contact Chris 

Taylor to reserve your place at the Fitting Out 

Supper, where our hopes and plans for 2012 will be 

discussed. 

For more details visit the club website 

www.dittishamsc.org/Cruising.aspx 

The cruising year started in fine style with the ôFitting Out 

Supperõ held in the clubhouse, with some tasty and filling 

hot dishes prepared by Chris and other volunteers and 

much talk of past glories and future plans.  

The first outing was to The Maltsterõs Arms beside Bow 

Creek. Despite some dire weather predictions 12 persons 

attended and enjoyed refreshments. The sail back was 

enlivened by a spectacular thunderstorm, particularly 

enjoyed by Albie, a 6 year old crew on Shanwin. 

A four day west country cruise had been scheduled for 

the end of May. Dochas developed engine trouble on 

arrival at Salcombe and had to curtail the cruise and 

return to the Dart the following morning.  Bad weather 

also caused problems and only Phoebe with Ian and Sue 

Gibson sailed as far west as weather and time would 

allow.  

The Westerly Owners Association, South West Group 

came to visit the club for a barbecue as a part of a rally in 

early June. 33 members turned up, to be welcomed by 

David Thompson and a number of cruising group club 

members. A good time was had by all. 

Unfortunately the BBQ trip to Stoke Gabriel was 

abandoned owing to bad weather, but nevertheless a 

break in the rain enabled us to cook our sausages on the 

beach in front of the clubhouse. 

The next coastal cruise took us to Brixham for a night. 

Dochas, Phoebe and Shanwin had a good sail to Berry 

Head and Torbay, in quite a stiff breeze. After a pleasant 

meal and sound sleep we awoke to misty conditions and 

set off in quite poor visibility and no wind. However the 

mist cleared before we reached the Mewstone and our 

return to the Dart was in brilliant sunshine.  

Despite a cloudy day, there was a good turnout for the 

lunchtime barbecue at Duncannon in July. Five yachts 

sailed upriver, including Robinõs Demon Racer with 

Stephanie and several of her family. John Wynnõs new 

Ditõsum Cruising in 2011  

by John Phillips 

http://www.dittishamsc.org/Cruising.aspx
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There are still a few spaces for the following training events: 

We had very successful First Aid and Vhf Courses on Sat 14th Feb. 
If you missed these dates and wish to undertake one of these courses please let me 

know. 

We need 7 for First Aid, 4 for Vhf. 
 

Does any one (adult) wish to do Level 1/Level 2 Sailing (basic skills in light airs)? 

If so let me know and I will try to arrange a course.  

Chris Taylor  

01364 643569 

boatswain@dittishamsc.org 

Training Events 2012 

Safety Boat Refresher Sun 12th Feb 1130-1300 

Safety Boat Refresher Sat 17th March 0930-1200 

Power Boat Level 1 Sat 25th Feb   

Power Boat Level 2 Sat 10th/11th March   

Power Boat Level 2 Sun 25th March/Sun 1st April   

We are also hoping to have a longer cruise, to be arranged at the Fitting out supper. 

Names of individuals and contact details organising the events will be circulated in 

due course 

Fri Mar 16th Fitting Out Supper, 7 pm clubhouse 

Sat Apr 28th BBQ at Stoke Gabriel or lunch at Rivershack 

Sat/Sun May 19/20th Cruise to Salcombe 

Sat June 16th BBQ Duncannon 

Sat/Sun June 30th/July1st Cruise to Brixham 

Fri July 20th Maltsters, Tuckenhay 

Sat/Sun Sept 8th Cruise to Torquay 

Fri Oct 19th Laying Up Supper 7pm clubhouse 

Proposed Cruising Programme 2012 

mailto:boatswain@dittishamsc.org
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some of my first impressions of life in the 

Southern Ocean - that mighty body of water 

that sweeps all the way round the bottom of 

the world without any interruptions by land.  It 

is an awesomely remote environment. 

We have been in the Southern Ocean for a few 

days now and in that time we have not seen 

any other hints of human existence; no aircraft 

contrails crossing the sky, no tankers or 

container ships on the distant horizon, no 

floating debris or ocean junk - only round the 

world yachtsmen and seabirds.  Ah the seabirds 

- I had simply not expected to be constantly 

surrounded by wheeling and swooping 

albatrosses and petrels of all sizes and 

breeds.  They are always there in amongst the 

towering waves - close to us but never crossing 

our boat for some reason. It is part of the 

majesty of the place. 

Talking of floating debris I was interested to 

discover what we do with our rubbish on 

board.  In accordance with maritime law and 

environmental law of course, everything except 

plastic goes over the side when offshore - 

apparently someone has worked out that by the 

time a tin can has sunk to the bottom in 

5,000m it will already have disintegrated - so 

no worries about our recycling policies. 

Today we had clear blue sky with fluffy white 

clouds on the horizon and huge towering waves 

left over from last night's squalls. A palate of 

I joined Dittisham Sailing Club last spring 

and quickly got persuaded that the best 

way to get fully on board was to buy the 

Commodoreõs Solo!  I thus spent a happy 

few weekends during the summer learning 

to race a small dinghy again.  Just perfect 

for my 6õ5õõ frame.  Keeping upright 

proved challenging on more than one 

occasion. 

All this was clearly the preparation I 

needed for my more recent sailing 

adventure ð racing on a 68õ yacht from 

Geraldton in Western Australia to 

Tauranga on the North Island of New 

Zealand and, after a short few days to 

recover, racing back again to the Gold 

Coast on the east coast of Australia.  

About 4,500NM all in mostly through the 

Southern Ocean.  We spent much of the 

time in the Roaring Forties.  A far cry 

from Ditsum lake even on the windiest of 

days. 

I was on board the Clipper yacht Qingdao 

ð part of a fleet of 10 matched ocean going 

yachts that are racing round the world.    I 

was only on board for one leg but about 

half the crew had taken a year out of their 

lives to sail all the way round beginning 

and ending in Southampton.  There were 

14 of us on board when we left Geraldton 

including a professional skipper and a 

media journalist who also happened to be 

a yachtmaster instructor.  Most of the rest 

of the crew had no previous sailing 

experience at all and ranged in age from 

60 year old grannies to a 19 year old girl 

from Glasgow é. 

The race began with a beat down the west 

coast of Australia to pass Cape Leewuin 

on the SE corner where we could hope to 

pick up the westerlies which would take 

us down round the bottom of Tasmania 

and underneath the South Island of New 

Zealand.  I pick up the story in one of my 

blogs written from on board a day or so 

later: 

ôAs a legger joining the good ship Qingdao at 

Geraldton I thought I could share with you 

Racing in the Southern Ocean by Johnny Moulsdale 

òthe crew 

ranged in age 

from 60 year 

old grannies to 

a 19 year old 

girl from 

Glasgowó 

Johnny shares his experiences of life on board the 68õ yacht Qingdao racing between 

Australia and New Zealand 

òToday we had 

clear blue sky 

with fluffy 

white clouds on 

the horizonó  
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white and grey and blue.  Into this environment 

comes the Clipper Race fleet with our bold 

primary colours of red and yellow foul weather 

gear and bright sails and sponsors logos.  It is no 

wonder the sea birds stay clear. 

The other day I was thinking about rainbows.  We 

had a rainbow in the sky as a rain cloud passed 

over and we also had a rainbow in the water 

caused by the sunlight catching the flying spray 

blowing off the tops of waves. 

Sam even reported seeing a rainbow caused by 

the moon - which does seem especially bright 

down here. Strange the things you think about 

when you let your mind wander. 

Yesterday we were all able to sit out on deck to 

have our lunch.  Some of us even took off a layer 

of our foul weather gear to enjoy the sunshine as 

we raced along in 20 knots of breeze - almost 

like trade wind sailing in the tropics.  But the 

Southern Ocean is not always like that.  Gradually 

during the afternoon the breeze began to build 

and in seaman-like manner we reduced the 

amount of sail we were carrying accordingly until 

by the middle of the night we were barrelling 

along with two reefs in and the Yankee 3 surfing 

off waves at up to 15 knots boat speed in 30-35 

knots of wind.  Fortunately it is a full moon at the 

moment and with the help of the stars you do 

have some idea where you are going, which helps 

when you are going downwind in a near gale and 

constantly worrying about a crash gybe. 

I was on the helm when OB alongside me casually 

mentioned that some weather was on the 

way.  Five minutes later he was right and 35 

knots apparent wind became 50 knots apparent 

very quickly as a squall hit us with driving wind 

and rain. When that happened we were 

continually being rounded up and I was unable to 

hold the course.  Calmly and efficiently my watch 

got into action and, under Terry's leadership, OB, 

Cath and Joan, supported by Mark who usually 

turns out for the 11pm-3am shift, pulled down 

the third reef and life settled down a bit. As the 

night progressed the surfing got even more 

impressive with 19 knots boat speed being 

clocked at one stage.  To the round the worlder it 

was all a normal night's work as these guys are 

now experienced ocean sailors having crossed the 

Atlantic twice and visiting the Southern Ocean 

for the second time.  When I suggested to 

Mikey Dave that the waves looked pretty big 

he said these were not as big as the 'waves as 

big as houses' they had experienced on the trip 

from Cape Town.õ 

All I can say is that this initial boyish 

enthusiasm got severely tested over the 

next 20 days or so as we enjoyed more or 

less continuous gales as depression after 

depression swept through.  If I had more 

room I could tell some more tales of how 

we had to divert to Hobart in Tasmania 

after one of our crew fell badly into the 

snake-pit and broke a bone in her back, 

how I was helming when we suffered a 

knock down  that resulted in the crew on 

deck literally turning upside down and the 

supper appearing on the saloon wall (all 

captured on video) and many long dark 

nights of frankly scary helming or soaking 

sail changes, being cold and wet and tired 

and hungry yet thoroughly enjoying the 

adventure of a life time  - all followed by 

the quite incredibly emotional experience 

of arriving safely in port and realising that 

you had survived what all on board 

declared the toughest leg so far.  The A&E 

department in Tauranga hospital and the 

extensive damage done to all the boats was 

certainly testament to that!   

Roll on Ditsum lake in the summer. 

òI was helming 

when we 

suffered a 

knock down  

that resulted in 

the crew on 

deck literally 

turning upside 

downó 
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2011 Cup Winners 

EVENT TROPHY WINNER RUNNER UP 

Easter  Points Easter Mug J. Weeks N. Morton 

Blackawton Brewery Series Blackawton Brewery Cup Bones J. Raad 

Spring Points Dolphin Perpetual Challenge Cup P. Joscelyne M. Bennett 

Ladies Race Ladies Cup A. Stillman   

River Dart Cup River Dart Salver P. Bromley J. Weeks 

Early Summer Points Dangar Cup M. Bennett J. Weeks 

Half Ton Cup Half Ton Mug J. Weeks L. Moores 

Castle Ledge Race Penelope Heseltine Memorial Decanter R. Thomas D. Searle 

Mid Summer Points The Haarer Perpetual Challenge Cup J. Weeks P. Bromley 

Holiday Points Typhoon Perpetual Challenge Cup S. Mogridge P. Honey 

Mid Week Points Adie Trophy M. Bennett P. Bromley 

Bill Leatt Cup   Bones P. Jocelyn 

Autumn Points Davis Cup S. Mogridge M. Bennett 

Winter Points   M. Bennett Bones 

BJMC Brigadier Jenkins Memorial Cup M. Bennett J. Raad 

Iceberg Trophy Iceberg Trophy S. Mogridge M. Bennett 

Persistent Racing Effort Stoyle Cup N. Drew   

Best Crew Woolacott Trophy B. Perks and P. Unitt   

Most Significant Contribution Primrose Salver R Pryor   

Aggregate Junior Peewit Cup J. OõBrien   

Under 18 Deverell Mug J. Honey   

Aggregate Laser Jackson Stopps S. Mogridge P. Jocelyn 

Aggregate Solo Solo Cup J. Weeks R. Allen 

Aggregate All Classes Booth Cup J. Weeks M. Bennett 

We have a number of new faces coming to 

the start line some of whom may not be 

familiar to either racing rules or our sailing 

area. This is very good news but I would ask 

more experienced sailors to please be help-

ful and offer advice and friendship where 

appropriate. 

Finally I would like to welcome  Roy Pryor , 

Paul Honey and Neil Drew to the Sailing Sub  

Committee. If you have any comments or 

suggestions then please pass them on to me 

or them. May I also remind you that Susi 

Stockbridge is always looking for those 

members who would like join in with the 

starting box ladies who do such sterling 

work running our races. Training given! 

I wish you an excellent 2012 season . The 

first two races are on Sunday March 4th! 

Mike Bennett 

sailing@dittishamsc.org 

As I write this I have just put the finishing 

touches to the 2012 Programme. As last 

year it will be a full one with even more 

races, almost entirely two per day. 

I am pleased to say that with the experience 

of last year we have been able to reduce the 

number of  race team turn outs from four 

to three. We now have 55 members who 

are qualified to drive our rescue boats. It 

will be even more important to show up to 

your duty but I know we can rely on your 

support. 

We are planning to celebrate the Queens 

Diamond Jubilee by running a 60 guineas 

Diamond Jubilee Regatta in June . It will be 

for dinghies and keel boats and will be open 

to Dart clubs. The Prize money will total 60 

guineas. It will follow the Big Jubilee Lunch 

on the Ham which is open to members. Do 

come and join in the events. 

Sailing Secretaryõs Report 

Mike Bennett  

mailto:sailing@dittishamsc.org


 

 

The Belles had an outing to see the 

Americas Cup Series in Plymouth and 

everyone marvelled at the acceleration of 

the boats from the start line. We were also 

heartened by one boat failing to follow the 

course. 

In the 2012 season we hope to work 

towards a further RYA qualification and 

have more Belles progressing to Club races. 

If you are interested in either joining us or 

instructing the Belles (some patience 

required but lots of biscuits on offer) please 

telephone either Anne Ely on 01803 845695 

or Catherine Johns on 01803 862400. Our 

first session for 2012 is a walk and pub 

lunch on 25th February meeting at 9.30 am 

at The Churston Court and all are 

welcome. 

Catherine Johns 

The 2011 season started with an excellent 

weekend taken by Bones with all those 

taking part gaining either their RYA level 1 

or 2 qualification. This was followed by 

regular sessions through to October led 

by experienced club members instructing 

in sailing skills. 

Sessions included how to launch from a 

lee shore, how to rig the Laser 13, basic 

race techniques and a very good principles 

of power boating. The camaraderie 

between the Belles was fantastic and each 

session was accompanied by refreshments. 

Anne won the prize for the best home-

made biscuits. The instructors were very 

polite and helpful and this even included 

when sons instructed their mothers 

(subject to the odd Kevin and Perry 

incident). 

Ditsum Belles 
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It pains me to have to say it but not 

everyone treats the club as nicely as they 

would their own home. Here are some 

thoughts to help us all enjoy the club 

facilities to their maximum extent. 

We now have a cleaner but his job would 

be a lot easier if all Club Members left the 

club at least as clean and tidy as they found 

it. In particular individuals should, as a 

minimum, wash up their own cups and put 

their own rubbish in the bins provided. 

Additionally it would be a great service to 

other club users if everything could be left 

tidy and everything left in its proper place 

e.g. cups put away, surfaces wiped, 

magazines left tidy, old notices removed, 

hoses coiled up and put on their retainers, 

outside hose returned to the boat house, 

sails and booms on their designated 

storage. 

Please note that the Bosunõs store is a 

working space ð not a dumping ground. 

If you change the Main Heater Switch to 

use the upstairs cooker please return it to 

position 2 on completion. If you are the 

one who switched it then you are 

responsible for putting it back. It may be 

someone you know who needs that hot 

shower after a cold capsize ð OK, so itõs 

normally me who is upside down! 

When you have finished changing into your 

sailing kit please put your bag on the 

shelves provided above, leaving room for 

others to get changed. 

Showers are for washing bodies not sailing 

gear. I personally donõt like standing in the 

cold with a towel around me waiting for 

someone to finish washing out their kit. 

In particular do not wash boots in the 

shower as the grit will eventually damage 

the Macerator. Use a hose, preferably 

before  making a mess of the Changing 

Room floor. 

Please return the Clubroom tables and 

chairs to how you found them on 

completion of your need. 

Please do not leave old trailers, broken 

masts etc. in the Boat Park. You donõt have 

to wait for a working party to keep your 

area in good order. 

If you are the last one out please ensure 

you have read the notice on the door 

before locking up. 

We have a fantastic club house in a 

fantastic location - Please keep it nice.  

Les Moores 

maintenance@dittishamsc.org 

A Plea from the Quartermaster 

Les Moores 

Quartermaster 

mailto:maintenance@dittishamsc.org
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Janie Harford 

Social Secretary 

When our Commodore 'persuaded' me to 

get more involved with DSC, by helping to 

organise some social events, I was actually 

quite pleased, as it can be difficult to get to 

know people when you join a new Club, 

especially when they all disappear as soon 

as they've put their boats away! We've had 

some very convivial post racing lunches at 

the Sportsmanõs Arms this winter, and I'm 

hoping to initiate 'Butties on the Beach' 

lunches once a month in the summer, to 

encourage racers, dinghy cruisers, families 

and friends to bring their sandwiches and 

bits for the barbie (I'll try and light it in 

good time!) and utilise our lovely sunny (?) 

beach and new clubhouse. The dates are 

in the programme, and I'll send an email to 

remind you all beforehand. 

I'd be delighted to hear from anyone with 

ideas for other social events. 

 

Janie Harford 

social@dittishamsc.org 

Social Sailing 

Dutyman 

Dutyman was introduced last year to 

improve the management of race safety 

teams. 

Look in Dutyman to find out which duties 

you have been allocated (there are links 

on the Home page and on the Racing page 

of the website). You can arrange swaps 

for any duties that you cannot do. 

Dutyman uses email to help you organize 

swaps and to send you reminders 14 days 

and 7 days before each of your duties. It is 

very important  that we have your 

correct email address so please check 

yours in Dutyman. If it is incorrect you 

can change it. 

Forgotten your login details? Click on the 

Dutyman link on the club website and 

request your login details. Then follow the 

simple instructions (or email me for help). 

Remember - if you cannot do your duty it 

is your responsibility to find a 

replacement. Dutyman should make it 

easier to do this. 

Finally, if you are not on the duty roster 

and you would like to be (it can be fun), 

please let me know.  Or perhaps you 

would like to be added to the reserve list 

for those who are prepared to help on an 

ad hoc basis. 

Roy Pryor 

info@dittishamsc.org 

The Club Website 

Need some information about your club? 

Then visit the website www.dittishamsc.org 

Here you can find out whatõs happening on 

and off the water, learn about training 

courses, junior sailing or the Ditsum Belles, 

read reports about social events, cruises, 

racing and see all the race results. The 

Links page will take you to other interesting 

sites. 

Of course, if you visit the site and canõt find 

what you are looking for then please let me 

know so that it can be added. 

Emails 

We have been trialing a new way of sending 

out emails to you using a system called 

Mailchimp. This has proved to be an 

excellent way of keeping members 

informed. You should have received about 

12 emails since November on a variety of 

topics - the last one was to tell you that 

this edition of Plumlines is available on the 

website. 

Did you get these emails? 

If not - are you sure we have your correct 

email address. I will be updating the email 

list from the information you provided on 

your membership renewal form but if you 

change it in the future it is important that 

you let the Membership Secretary know by 

emailing membership@dittishamsc.org 

Keeping You Informed 

Roy Pryor 

mailto:social@dittishamsc.org
mailto:info@dittishamsc.org
http://www.dittishamsc.org/
mailto:membership@dittishamsc.org
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Sunday 11th March & Sunday 8th April  

Just a reminder to all members that there are two work parties at the start of the 

season.  

Sunday 11th  March 2012, 10.00 am is the refurbishment of the low water hard which 

is quietly disintegrating. We have to lay a new geotech membrane and cover it with a 

new layer of hardcore. This will largely have to be done by hand to avoid risk of vehicles 

getting stuck in the mud. Wellies, shovels, rakes and wheelbarrows please. Cakes always 

welcome. 

Sunday 8th  April 2012, 10.00 am involves re-profiling the middle slipway to make it 

more user friendly and the installation of one or, possibly two, winches. This should be a 

less messy affair than 11th March but sensible attire. Wellies, shovels rakes and 

wheelbarrows again please and more cakes. 

We had some excellent and highly productive working parties last year. I hope we can 

maintain that spirit this year. The better the attendance, the easier and quicker the task 

is completed. 

Warm pasties and hot drinks ( hopefully cakes too ) will be provided each day as the 

task is completed. 

There are also two work parties in December (see programme) but the focus for now is 

March/April 2012. 

David Thompson 

Commodore 

commodore@dittishamsc.org 

Work Parties 2012 

included within the membership 

subscription and permits for display in cars 

will now be issued on an annual basis 

together with sailing programme and 

Newsletter. 

Finally a big thank you to those of you who 

have made voluntary donations to the club 

funds in addition to their membership 

subscriptions. 

Colin Holmes 

membership@dittishamsc.org 

2011 was a very successful year with strong 

membership and increasing attendance at 

racing and other sailing activities. 

We welcomed 52 new members and after 

accounting for resignations our total 

membership numbers have increased 

slightly. 

Overall the clubõs membership comprises 

131 family memberships, 80 single 

memberships, 10 social memberships. 

Fees for parking permits have this year been 

Notes on Membership 

Colin Holmes 

Membership 

Secretary 

mailto:commodore@dittishamsc.org
mailto:membership@dittishamsc.org


 

 

Caption Competition  
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A caption competition was held at the recent Prize Giving Dinner. Here are the winning entries.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Paul Honey 

  
  

Other entries included  
 

  
 

                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            By Ruth Day 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Other entries included  
  
 

Plumlines is the newsletter of the Dittisham Sailing Club  www.dittishamsc.org 

A full colour copy of this edition is available on the club website at  

http://www.dittishamsc.org/MembersArea/Newsletters.aspx 

 

Editor: Roy Pryor info@dittishamsc.org 

Four more of these and we can build the  
committee boat.  
It looked better at the Dinghy Show.  
Looks like a job for Bones. 
IKEA break into the boat market.  
Next one is a Yawl. 
�,�¶�P���V�X�U�H���,���Z�D�V���R�Q���V�W�D�U�E�R�D�U�G�� 
�,�¶�P���V�X�U�H���P�\���3�K�D�Q�W�R�P���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�O�O���F�R�Y�H�U���W�K�L�V�� 
�,�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���%�R�Q�H�V���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���K�D�Q�G�O�H�� 
Susi did not approve of her new start box.  
Commodore regrets starboard call on  
Cardiff Castle.  
When racing do not get too close to a  
Devon Yawl. 
Next year, the Solos. 

Marvellous stuff this botox said Frodo to 
Golum. 
With hands like these who needs oars. 

New wild life found on River Dart.  
Follow us we know the course. 
We wish we had remembered the sail. 
The surprise entry for the 49ers in 2012 em-
bark on their rigorous training programme.  
�)�U�D�Q�N���	���-�R�Q�D�W�K�D�Q���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U���Q�H�Z���³�'�R�X�E�O�H��
�+�D�Q�G�H�U�´���F�K�H�F�N���R�X�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���O�L�Q�H���E�L�D�V�� 

http://www.dittishamsc.org/
http://www.dittishamsc.org/MembersArea/Newsletters.aspx
mailto:info@dittishamsc.org

