DITTISHAM SAILING CLUB

NOTICE OF AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEEETING TO BE HELD AT THE DITTISHAM SAILING CLUB

AT 12.30 PM ON SUNDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2012
To consider a change to the Club Rules in order to comply with an application for CASC (Community Amateur Sports Club) status. This is as a consequence of the club receiving a Local Authority Rating assessment. The rate demand needs to be mitigated as soon as possible.

Dittisham Sailing Club received the Completion Certificate for the new clubhouse in October 2011. This triggered a visit from the Valuation Officer with the following result:

The Rateable Value for Dittisham Sailing Club is assessed as £3650 which will date from 13.10.11
Annual rates payable at the present rate multiplier of 40.7 will be £1487
Application for Small Business Rate Relief with a 50% reduction could reduce this to £743
CASC status we get 80% reduction, with annual rates bill of £297.

CASC status will give a valuable saving but is determined by HMRC. There are a number of requirements, all of which the club adheres to in practice, but which have to be clearly stated in the Club Rules. As one example, membership of the Club must be open to anyone without discrimination. Although this happens, HMRC apparently do not like the process of new members being nominated by an existing member, as in the current Club Rules. Our application for CASC status with the existing Club Rules could well be turned down.

The rules that need amendment are as follows (new text in bold, superseded text in italics)
1            The Club shall be called 'Dittisham Sailing Club', its main object being to encourage amateur sailing at Dittisham provide facilities for, and to promote participation in, the amateur sport of sailing at Dittisham.


4            The Management of the Club and election of members shall be vested in a Committee consisting of the Officers and six elected members, one of whom should be a representative of the starting box, one a cruising member and one a junior sailing representative. The Committee has power to fill vacancies on the Committee to form sub-committees and to co-opt ordinary members for any special duty. Co-opted members shall not be eligible to vote. Seven shall form a quorum. The Flag Officers shall be ex-officio members of all sub-committees.  A member elected to the Committee shall be eligible to serve for three years. After this period he or she must stand down for a period of one year before being allowed to stand for re-election.  The starting box, cruiser and junior sailing representatives may however be immediately re-elected at the end of their three year term if no other representative of their special function is available. A Committee member who wishes to resign at the end of one or two years must give notice of their intention to the Hon. Secretary at least six weeks in advance of the AGM.  At each AGM, vacancies shall be filled by members being duly proposed and seconded for nomination to the Committee. No one shall be elected to serve on the management of the Club until he or she has been a member for one year.  Any member who does not attend 75% of the Committee meetings without just cause, shall automatically retire at the end of the year. The Committee will have due regard to the law on disability discrimination and child protection

8. Membership Names of candidates for election to the Club must be proposed by a member of more than one year’s standing who must have some personal knowledge of the applicant. Names of proposed members shall be submitted to the Committee for their approval. There shall be the following categories of membership:of the club shall be open to anyone interested in sailing on application regardless of sex, age, disability, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, religion or other beliefs. However, limitation of membership according to available facilities is allowable on a non-discriminatory basis. The club has different classes of membership and subscription, on a non-discriminatory and fair basis, as follows :
a. Sailing Member.  


Full adult sailing member, aged 18 and over.  Shall be eligible to vote at the AGM and when a boat space is allocated on behalf of the committee to keep a boat in the boat park (full time students under the age of 25 shall pay the same subscription as a Cadet).

b. Cadet Member.  


Must be at least 16 and under 18 years old, shall not be eligible to vote at the AGM, hold keys to the club house nor take out club boats without the direct supervision of an adult. A cadet member may keep a boat in the boat park. 

c. Family Member. 


Two adults of the same address and their children under the age of 18.  Both adults shall have Sailing Members' rights and all the children shall have Cadet Members' rights.

d. Social Member.  


Non-sailing member.  Shall have the right to vote at the AGM but shall not be eligible for a space in the boat park.

e. Honorary Life Member.  


A special honour granted for services to the Club.  Shall be eligible to vote at the AGM and to keep a boat in the boat park.  Life memberships must be approved at an AGM.

f. Temporary member.
The term of a temporary member shall be at the discretion of the committee. A temporary member shall not be eligible to vote at the AGM and shall not be eligible for a space in the boat park. 

The Committee shall have the power to call for the immediate resignation of any member whose conduct is, in their opinion, prejudicial to the best interests of the Club.  Failing such resignation, the member in question may be expelled by the Committee after being given the opportunity to appear before them and justify his/her conduct.

The Committee may refuse membership, or remove it, only for good cause such as conduct or character likely to bring the club or sport into disrepute. Appeal against refusal or removal may be made to the members.'

10           Annual Subscription.  The subscription rates for the year beginning January 1st following shall be decided at the AGM but shall be kept at levels that do not pose a significant obstacle to participation.  Any member who fails to pay his or her subscription by February 14th shall automatically forfeit his or her space in the boat park.  Any member who has still not paid by April 1st is deemed to have resigned.  Such members may only re-join the Club by paying all entrance fees at the rates currently in force, in addition to the appropriate subscription. Members will be required to confirm on their annual application renewal form that they have the level of third party insurance cover, agreed by the committee, in respect of any boat they intend to sail from, or keep at, the club.

16.         Property and funds. The property and funds of the Club cannot be used for the direct or indirect benefit of members or third parties other than is reasonably allowed by the rules: all surplus income or profit must be re-invested in the Club. It may, however, provide sailing and related social facilities, equipment, coaching, courses, insurance cover, medical treatment, refreshment and “away” fixture expenses together with any other ordinary benefits of Community Amateur Sports Clubs as provided for in the Finance Act 2002. In connection with sailing It may also:-

a) Sell and supply food, drink and related sailing clothing and equipment

b) Employ members (though not for sailing) and remunerate them for providing goods and services on fair terms set by the committee without the person being present.

c) Pay for reasonable hospitality for visiting sailors and guests.

d) Indemnify the Committee and members acting properly in the course of the running of the Club against any liability  arising out of it (but only to the extent of the Club’s assets)

17.        Dissolution of the club. The members may vote to wind up the Club if not less than 75% of those present, vote to do so at a properly convened general meeting. The committee will then be responsible for the orderly winding up of the club’s affairs and settling all liabilities. Any assets remaining at the time of dissolution of the Club shall not be distributed among the members but shall be donated elsewhere in accordance with the guidelines suggested by the RYA


18.
Interpretation of all the above Rules must be consistent with the statutory requirements for Community Amateur Sports Clubs as first provided for by the Finance Act 2002.

Phil Unitt, 

Hon. Sec.

Tel. 01803 722599 or e-mail phil.unitt@btinternet.com

